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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine how ethnicitigas political
parties in Africa in general and in Ethiopia in parar. The paper attempts
to investigate ethnic-based parties in Ethiopia hrea¢ successive
administrations: the Imperial government (1930-)97the Socialist
Military government Derg) (1974-1991), and the EPRDF-led Federal
government (1991-present). In this paper, caseiestudf ethnic-based
parties in the three successive Ethiopian regimesnatuded. Most of the
earlier political and semi-political Ethiopian orgeations were ethnic-
based organizations secretly formed abroad by thppast of the
neighboring countries such as Somalia, Sudan, antk sArab countries.
Ethiopia officially followed ethnic party system sa1991.
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! For the sake of convenience, | have decided tdhesterm “party” though various political groupsthe country
name themselves in various forms: “Organizatiofrfcht”, “Movement”, “Party”, etc.
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1. Introduction

Ethnicity is one of the controversial concepts intheopology, and
appeared in the English vocabulary in the 19504tMhen n.d. 49-51). For social
anthropologists ethnicity became a subject of disicin since the late 1960s
(Eriksen 1993). It was David Riesman, the Amerisagiologist, who used the
term “ethnicity” for the first time in 1953 (Erikeel993). For Nnoli (1978: 6-8)
ethnicity has four characteristics: fexists only with in a political society
consisting of diverse ethnic groupst “is characterized by a common
consciousness of being one in relation to otheevaht groups;t “tends to be
exclusive......Acceptance and rejection on linguist..cultural grounds
characterizes social relationgind it“is characterized by conflict."Ethnicity is a
highly complex phenomenon. Ethnic groups give supfibrough belongingness)
and solidarity to their members to counter balatheealienation prevalent in the
modern world. On the other hand, ethnicity could the basis for unequal
treatment of people and it may be the cause ofoetmirism and prejudices
against members of other ethnic groups. Thus, rit @@ate conflicts and wars
(Paranjpe 1986:1). Furthermore, ethnicity as Hotow1993, 1998) and Young
(1993: 1819) emphasized, plays an important rolenpolitics of many countries
and it has an impact on democracy. According to eBgjee (2007:1),"a
strengthening of ethnic preferences increases Eaton”, and this is particularly
true among low income countries (Alesina et al 3999

There are two major theoretical “Schools” on naism and violence:
primordialism and instrumentalism. According tonpoirdialist theory, humans are
subdivided into naturally demarcated communitieair(GL994). Primordialism
regards ethnicity as something naturally inbomxedi and stable. This view can be
best explained by assessing how colonialists paatily indirect rule proponents
regarded Africans during colonialism. The Europeatonialists and the early
structural functionalist anthropologists viewed i&&n society as a collection of
tribes that are characterized by distinct culturarkers (Evans-Pritchard 1951).
However, contrary to the colonialist claim recenth@opological studies disclosed
that it was colonialist policy that “created” ogidified the previous very loose
ethnic identities making them fixed instead of & (Bayart 1993, Ranger 1983).
Primordialism theory was dominant in the™®8entury where it served as a
rationale for the nationalist movements under thiacjple: “for every nation-one
state.” In the 20 century, the applicability of “for every nation-®rstate” theory
was challenged in two ways: First, many areas ®ftbrld are inhabited by mixed
people. Second, different people define their matity in different ways: for some
language is the fundamental criterion, others dmisirace as the primary
distinction between peoples, while religion andiund are perceived fundamental
by others (Helland-Hansen 2007).

According to instrumentalism theory, on the othandh, individuals choose
their identity rationally. Therefore, as describeg Anderson (1983), Ellingsen
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(2000: 203) and Gurr (1994: 348), in instrumentgdsrspective communities are
seen as either imagined or chosen and memberdtitsyéo the communities are
determined by shared prospects, not shared gsalifie present, many social
scientists conventionally view ethnicity as a cangied phenomenon.

This paper poses three important research questions

(1) What is the relationship between ethnic idgnéithd ethnic political
organizations?

(2) What are the merits and demerits of ethnic-thagmlitical
organizations?

(3) How did ethnic-based political parties play eryimportant role in
shaping the socio-political atmosphere in Ethiopia?

2. Concepts and Definitions

For Gulliver (1969. 24) the term tribe medf@n ethnic group, with
additional invidious connotation of primitivismGulliver (1969: 24) defines tribe
as“any groups of people which is distinguished byntembers and by others on
the basis of cultural regional criteria.According to Sithole (1986: 51), it was the
Romans who for the first time used the term “trib@d the descriptive “barbarian”
or “primitive” to refer the non-Romans in the amtidcRoman Empire. Later on,
when Europeans came to Africa as missionaries,r@pttogists, travelers and
colonialists, they employed the term “tribe” to dém “groups of clans under
recognized chiefs” (Sithole 1986: 51). In contengpgrAfrica, as noted by Sithole
(1986: 51), “tribalism” has nothing to do with “pritivism”.

The term “ethnic” derives its origin from the Greé&rm “ethnos”.
“Ethnos”, according to Wernhart (n.d. 70), sigrsfine unit of human beings who
are united through common socio-cultural expressidde further noted that
“ethnos” could be perceiveths a skeleton (frame) concept, whose range of
variation reaches from the smallest local groupdriibes and peoples{Wernhart
n.d.: 70). The term “ethnic” appeared in the Eryglianguage in the mid 14
century. However, “ethnicity” is a relatively neverin in the field of social
sciences. The word “ethnic” has got various meanihgough time. In its earliest
usage it meant “heathers” or “pagans.” In th& t@ntury it was associated with
racial characteristics. In the USA, particularly,the 28 century, it was used to
denote those immigrants who had non-Northern or\Western European descent
(Eriksen 1993: 4; Green 2004). The term increas®dmportance in the social
sciences particularly in the 1960s as anthropadlsgitarted to frequently employ it
to describe African and other Third World countrigside 1996: 58; Green 2004).
In “traditional” anthropology, the term “ethnic g’ has the following
characteristics: it is biologically self-perpetmati it shares important cultural
values; it makes up a field of communication an@riction; and it has members
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who identify themselves or identified by otherscasistituting a category (Barth
1969: 10-11). In the African context, Nnoli (1978 defined ethnic groups as:
“social formations distinguished by the communahmtter of their boundaries.
The relevant factor may be language, culture, dhBoAt present, the two phrases
(i.e. ,ethnic group” and “tribe”) are used altelimaty in many cases. But, still, the
usage of “tribe” and “ethnic group” show distinétferences. Because, most of the
time, even in developing countries the term “trilgetised only to refer population
groups in the rural areas, while “ethnic group”ersfpopulation groups in urban
areas.

Various scholars have defined ethnic group in diifié ways. Cohen
(1974:ix-x) operationally defined it &s collectivity of people who share some
patterns of normative behaviour and; form a pariafjer population interacting
with people from other collectivities with in thearrhework of a social system."
Farley, quoted in Cornell & Hartmann (1998: 17)fimes an ethnic group ds
group of people who are generally recognized byndedves and/or the others as a
distinct group, with such recognition based on abor cultural characteristics.”

Many people have difficulty in differentiating th@eanings of “ethnic
party”, “ethnic-based part§’ from “multi-ethnic party,” and “non-ethnic partyn
fact, in many instances “ethnic- party” and “ethb&sed party” are used
interchangeably. In his book entitled, “Ethiopiangeting ethnic nationalities and
the quest for democracy 1960-2000", Merera Gud2@3) used the term “multi-
ethnic party” to denote a party that recruit membierespective of their ethnic
origin. Merera divided political parties in Ethiapsimply in to two categories:
“multi-ethnic party” and “ethnic-based party”. Indvera’s terminology an “ethnic-
based party” is a party that is formed to serveiqdar ethnic group(s), and
“multi-ethnic party” is a party that recruits itsembers irrespective of their ethnic
affiliation.

In order to avoid the confusion regarding the meguaf the four important
phrases (i.e., “ethnic-based party”, “ethnic partyhulti-ethnic party” and “non-
ethnic party”) | have decided to follow Kachan Ctiemis (2002, 2004, 2005)
definitions, which are briefly explained in the lking paragraphs. The
distinction between ethnic parties and multi-ethpécties is not easy to discern.

According to Chandra (2004: 3), a party can begmieed as “ethnic’, “multi-

2 Many researchers employ the phrases “ethnicatbeth@arty” to denote “ethnic-based
party”. In this paper | use both phrases interceabty.

* For Horowitz (1985: 299) for instance, an ethractp can serve the interests of more than
one ethnic group. He argues that a party shoulgimeed multi-ethnic “only if it spans the
major groups in conflict.”

4 Chandra (2004:3) defines an “ethnic party™aparty that overtly represents itself as a
champion of the cause of one particular ethnic er af categories to the exclusion of
others, and that makes such a representation cettrds strategy of mobilizing voters.”
Horowitz (1985), as cited by Norris & Matts (2008:8efines “ethnic parties” dshose
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ethnic® or” “non-ethnic® by examining the message it sends to the eleetorat
during election campaigns and rallies and by stuglytis policies. But, we have to
understand thata close look at any supposedly ‘single’ ethnic egary would
reveal that it is simultaneously an amalgam of othe(Chandra 2004: 4).
Therefore, a presumed “single ethnic group” migitensubdivisions. In this case,
“the main distinction between an ethnic and a natifthic party, therefore, lies not
in the number of categories that each attemptttude, but in whether or not
there is a category that each attempts to exclu@@&iandra 2004:4). An “ethnic
party” speaks for one ethnic category while “metltitnic party” speaks for many
ethnic groups. But, an ethnic party excludes “athdimplicitly or explicitly)
while a multi-ethnic party (although it invokes eih identities just like ethnic
party) does not identify a clear outsider group d@ira 2002: 6). Multi-ethnic
party defers from an ethnic- party only in its iiveness (Chandra 2005: 7). A
non-ethnic party“does not make an ethnic appeal central to its Hipibig
strategy” (Chandra 2005: 7). Therefore, in this paper, wheay “ethnic-based
parties” | am referring both the “ethnic-parties” and “nindthnic parties”.

3. Political Parties in Africa

There are two distinct phases of political partynfation in Africa. The
first wave of political party formation took plage the 1950s and 1960s when
colonialism started to disintegrate (Wondwosen 20084). The second wave of
party formation in Africa occurred in the 19904fa collapse of the so-called the
Socialist World (Erdman 2007: 19). Most of the ewmtr African political parties
are the results of the second phase. Thereforg |dbk experience and a history of
strong social base. In Ethiopia, almost 90% of ¢bantry’s political parties are
created in the 1990s and almost 95 % of these nerelgted parties are ethnic-

that derive their support from an identifiable ethigroup and serve the interests of that
group.” For Kantor (2006: 160-161) the concept of ethractypis more or less identical
with “minority party”, “national minority party” of'ethno-regional party”.

® A “multi-ethnic party” is“a party that also makes an appeal related to etftgicentral to

its mobilizing strategy but that assumes a positibneutrality or equidistance toward all
relevant categories on the salient dimension(Stloficity” (Chandra 2004: 3).

® Non ethnic party is “a party that does not inclashel exclude categories mainly on the
basis of ethnic identity, or that addresses etdemands but does not make such demands
central to its political platform” (Chandra 2004: 3

" Horowitz (2000: 291) defines ethnically-based par$ a party that “derives its support
overwhelmingly from an identifiable ethnic group @uster of ethnic groups) and serves
the interests of that group.” According to Horwo{i£885), Gunther and Diamond (2003)
and Posner (2004), ethnically-dominated parties theeresult of elite politicians who
wanted to play the ethnic card in order to assupigiqal power. On the other hand, for
Bates (1974) and Ndegwa (1997) ethnic-dominatety gastems could be the result of the
high importance of ethnic identity in people’s kvevho wanted political change due to
poverty, inequality and urbanization.
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based parties. It is also interesting to note thast of the non-ethnic Ethiopian
parties are located in Europe and America due & uarious pre-conditions
imposed by the incumbent ethnic-based party, thRIHR one of which is the
renunciation of armed struggle.

Erdman (2007: 23; 2004) divides ethnic-based palitparties in Africa
into two types: ethnic- party, and the ethnic casgrparty. For Erdman (2007: 23),
an ethnic party is based on one ethnic group, whitieethnic congress party is
based on several ethnic groups. Erdman (ibid) @dirthat in most of African
countries ethnic-parties are rare while the ethtoogress party is the most
common. The fundamental reason for the existenceanfy ethnic congress parties
in Africa is the presence of many small (numeriga#ithnic groups that can not
constitute a meaningful representation in parliameness they form a coalition.
In every African country (except Botswana, Namiarundi, and Rwanda) there
are many ethnic groups but none of them can clagjority status (Erdman 2007:
25). In the case of Ethiopia, there are aroundtB&ie groups but none of them can
claim majority status. According to the 1994 cefisosit of the total Ethiopian
population of 53,130,782 the various ethnic growusnprise the following
percentages: Oromo (32.1 %), Amhara (30.1 %), Wgya(Tigre) (6.2 %), Somali
(5.9 %), Gurage (4.3 %), Sidama (3.5 %), Welaital (%), others (15.4 %).
Therefore, no single ethnic group can form a singbgority government unless
coalitions with other ethnic groups are fornied.

When colonialism started to disintegrate in Afrinahe 1950s and 1960s
(Wondwosen 2008a: 1-14), most of the newly indepahaountries preferred a
single party system and condemned a multi-partiesys®s an obstacle to national
integration and development. The newly independéntan countries considered
a multi-party system unfit for multi-ethnic AfricAs Gentili (2005:4) highlighted,
“political plurality and ethnic diversity, as manipated by colonial rule, were
denounced as obstacles to nation building and natioinity.” That is why many
African leaders tried to hinder the introduction wiulti-party systems until
recently.

When local and international situations forced édrito open its door to
multi-party system in the 1990s, another distimotypem appeared: the emergence
of multitude of political parties dominated by oparty. For Gentili (2005: 11),
“The numbers of parties that appeared with the apgrio democratization is not
a demonstration of increased participation, buthet of fragmentation and

8 It is estimated that the total population of Etligogt present is more than 80 million. Few
months ago in 2008, the second census in the histdhe country was conducted.
However, the results are not yet declared.

° It is exactly due to this reason the TPLF (Tigray s Liberation Front) which stood
for the Tigre ethnic group (6.2%) formed the EPRDFEhi@pian Peoples Revolutionary
Democracy Party), a sort of coalition comprisingestethnic groups, but dominated by the
TPLF.
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therefore weakness of the party systemd/e can comfortably say that the
electoral structures in Sub-Saharan Africa havetritrted for the tendency of
one-party dominance. As Mathisen (2002) noted Africdemocracies are
characterized by a dominant party system, and fesxjead, and weak opposition
parties. According to Gentilti (2005: 6)Democratization at the beginning of the
‘90’s was resisted in most countries by single pddaders, but hailed by the
majority of the populations in another wave of mlution of rising expectations.™

Though Max Weber referred political parties as “ttaldren of democracy”

(Doherty 2001: 6), the existence of many weak ojpioos parties shows the
fragmentation of African political parties. For iasce, in Angola’s election,

according to Deegan (2003), 126 political partiestested an election.

4. Ethnic-based Political Parties in Ethiopia: Pastnd Present

In this section, | will discuss the ethnic-baseditpal organizations in
Ethiopia in the three successive governments: Haglassie (1930-174), the Derg
(1974-1991), and the EPRDF (1991-Present).

4.1.The Reign of Haile Selassie | (1930-1974)

During the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie only yvdew political
organizations (often illegal) emerged. Since pwditiparties were not allowed to
function in the country, opposition forces estdidid political parties (mostly
ethnic-based) in the neighboring countfiesccording to DOS (1972), during the
reign of Haile Selassi&here are no political parties in Ethiopia, anddfelected
members of parliament are generally conservativepprty owners.”As | stated
elsewhere, there were underground ethnic-basedicabliorganizations in the
Imperial period which were established abroad tgeva guerrilla war against the
imperial government. These include: the ELF (EatreLiberation Front), the
ENLF (The Ethiopian National Liberation Front), atid SALF (The Somali Abo
Liberation Front). Sudan and Somalia were very active in supportimgse
ethnic-based political parties with the aim of weaikg the Ethiopian central
government. Arab and Islamic countries such as Yersaudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Irag, Iran, Pakistan, Algeria, Egypt, and Libya #erso giving support to the
ethnic-based political parties that conducted dlleerrwarfare against the
government of Haile Selassie (DOS 1970). The Emst-bountries mainly the
Soviet Union, East Germany and Cuba were also itapbisupporters of these
Ethiopian dissident political groups (CIA 13 MarctP69). Emperor Haile

19 The first political organization in the history Bthiopia was the “Ethiopian People’s
Council” (Andargachew 2000: 9). It was a non-ettoriganization.

* TheSomali Abowas established in 1961. Its aim was annexingieden and Bale
provinces of Ethiopia to the Republic of Somalia.
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Selassie’s government was also challenged by ampted coup in 1960. One of
the aims of the coup plotters was to allow the fation of political parties in the
country (Time Europe 26 December 1960).

In the following paragraphs, | will briefly descélmne of the major ethnic-
based political parties that waged armed strugggenat the Imperial government.

The Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) *2

The biggest challenge to the Imperial governmemiecérom the ethnic-
based organization, the Et¥F When Ethiopia made Eritrea a province in 1962
(Harden 30 May 1991) by changing its federal statuarious insurgency
movements, some Muslims, some Marxists emerged.dDtiee Muslim political
organizations was the ELF. Eritrean Muslim actisting in exile established the

121t is also known agabha(“Front” in Arabic).

¥ The ELF was an ethnic-based party that led an artnegigte for the secession of Eritrea
from Ethiopia. Eritrea was part of Ethiopia and waswn asBahre Negashuntil the
Italians occupied it in 1890 (Harden 30 May 199mh)the Second World War, Italy was
defeated and Eritrea remained under the Britishdatenfrom 1941 to 1952 (Andargachew
1993: 7). At the end of Second World War, Italytla8 its legal rights (as a loser) to its
colonies in the 1947 treaty. Therefore, in ordendégotiate and decide on the question of
former Italian colonies, a four power commissiorsvsat up involving Britain, France, the
Soviet Union and the United States. On the issueaming the future of Eritrea the four
countries failed to reach an agreement, and everyntmer of the commission offered
different proposal. Accordingly, Britain's proposalas the partition of Eritrea along
religion line where the western part would be uhigth Sudan, while the highlands and
coastal areas to go to Ethiopia (Teferra 1997: 7B United State favored a complete
union of Eritrea with Ethiopia (Bundegaard 2004: Z=j)ance opted for Trust Territory
with Italian administration, while the Soviet Unidnits turn supported a Trust Territory,
but under international administration. Due to th#ure of the four countries to reach a
negotiated agreement, the matter was referred & UN (Andargachew 1993: 7,
Wondwosen 2008d). The UN established another cormamisé five members to study and
proposed a solution. The members were: Burma, Guadée Norway, Pakistan and South
Africa. Finally, the UN passed a Resolution 3904deating Eritrea with EthiopiaAround
the end of the British mandate, two political gregmerged in Eritrea, along religious line:
the Moslem League representing the Moslem populafiowlanders) and the Unionist
party representing the Christian (highlanders) fatn of Eritrea.When the UN fact
finding mission arrived in Eritrea to determine féure of Eritrea, it became evident that
the Moslem League inclined to the independence dfe&i while the Unionist Party
supported Eritrea’s union with Ethiopi@he UN also considered thé” ®ption, that is,
uniting the Christian dominated highland with Eth&@pand the Moslem dominated
lowland with Sudan. Finally, however, it was dedde federate Eritrea with Ethiopia
(Andargachew 1993: 7)n 1950, the UN decided that Eritrea would be p&Ethiopia (as
of 1952) as a federal province with its own sepacamnstitution and elected government.
From 1952 to 1962 Eritrea was federated with Etliopiowever, in 1962 Haile Sealssie
managed to annul the federation and Eritrea becgmevince of Ethiopia.
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ELF in 1961 under the leadership of Hamid Idris AevéBahru 2002: 21%) Few
years earlier, its forerunner, the ELM (Eritreatvédiiation Movement) was created
in Cairo in 1958 under the leadership of Hamid ddAwate. After the
neutralization of the ELM, another faction, knowsitae ELF (Eritrean Liberation
Front) was formed. The ELF fought for the indepemdeof Eritrea arguing that
Eritrea was a Moslem (Arab) Nation. The ELF whichswereated by very few self-
exiled Eritreans became very active by 1966 inwlestern and coastal areas of
Eritrea which were low lands and barren larfsiser the Middle East war in 1967,
it lost its Arab support temporarily, but in 1989 é-emerged again as an active
guerrilla force in Eritrea. During the reign of HaiSelassie it unleashed various
terrorist acts such as attacking water and elepiiger installations, raiding rail
and road traffic in Eritrean province, kidnappimgédigners in Eritrea, highjacking
Ethiopian planes etc. The ELF was supported by Aradb Muslim countries such
as Libya, Irag, Syria, Sudan and communist cousnitni@inly China, Cuba, the
Soviet Union and organizations such as PLO. Theaumf Arab countries and
communist countries involved financial support, itaily training, propaganda
support, supplying arms (Weapons) and ammunitiand,giving bases (Sudan) to
serve as a launching pad (Catlin 1993: 12-13; DO®L Around 1967 the ELF
managed to get peasants’ support in Eritrea p#atiguaround Massawa port and
in the Northern and Western part of Eritrea. Thé-Euffered internal divisions
particularly when its regional commanders beganrrgling over strategy and
tactics. Later on, the ELF’s hostility and suspicegainst the Christian Eritreans
forced some Christian guerrillas to establish thaivn political organization,
known as the EPLF (Eritrean People Liberation Hrordg Marxist pro-
independence organization.

4.2. The Derg Government (1974-1991)

During the Derg’s rule all ethnic parties, multiheic parties, and non-
ethnic parties were persecuted. The Derg governméftdwed all political parties,
and established its own party, the Workers Partitbfopia (WPE) and made the
country a single party state. In fact, long befdre establishment of the WPE in
1984, there were few non ethnic political partiesl arganisations that were
created in the early years of the revolution in 18&0s, but soon they were either
banned when they challenged therg's political domination or disbanded when
they outlived their usefulness. These non-ethnigipal organizations were: the
Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party (EPRP), distedd in 1972; Melaw

4 various sources put the establishment of ELF ifediht years. For instance, according
to Keller (2004: 25), the Eritrean Liberation FroBLEF) was established in Cairo in 1960
by mostly Muslim exile Eritreans from the rural wer®s lowland area of Eritrea.
Bundegaard (2004: 30) also supported Keller in taaimg that the ELF was created in
1960. On the other hand, for Clapham (2000), the &hFed armed opposition in 1961.
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Ethiopia Socialist Niknakedr the “All Ethiopian Socialist MovementMEISON)
established in 1968; the Marxist-Leninst RevolusignOrganization (MLRO) (its
Amharic acronym wasMalerid); the Workers’ League (WL) (its Amharic
acronym, Wez lig"); “Echat”, and “Abyotawi Seded”.

The Marxist military government Derg) theoretically accepted the
Marxist-Leninist ideology of the right to self-det@nation of all ethnic groups or
nationalities in the country. However, it did nebglement this theory in to
practice, and hence Ethiopia remained a centrakitat®. As the result, ethnic —
based parties such as EPLF (Eritrean People’sdtibsr Front), and TPLF (Tigray
People’s Liberation Front), OLF (Oromo LiberatiorroRt), WSLF (Western
Somali Liberation Front), flared up in the countparticularly in the areas
inhabited by the Eritreans, Tigreans, Oromos, amaais (Van der Beken 2003:
4).

In the following section | will briefly describe ¢hEPLF and the TPLF that
led a successful armed struggle against the nyildavernment of Ethiopia.

The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF)®

The EPLF was a multi-ethnic organization. AccordingClapham (2000:
10), the EPLF was created in 1978y the Eritrean Christian guerrilla fighters
who were dissatisfied with the ELF’s policies. Asthted before, the ELF had
internal problems largely between Christians and slslos, socialists and
nationalists, and between rural and urban eleméhese internal divisions and the
failure of the ELF's leadership to address the [gnwbled to the withdrawal of a
portion of the combatants. It was in this mannem@s Salah Sabbe separated
himself from the ELF and established the Populdretation Forces (PLF) that
later on led to the formation of the EPLF after gieg with other two groups:
Eritrean Liberation Forces at Barka area, and shHi nasenet,a group that
separated itself from the ELF in Akale Guzay afeaHitrea) which was led by
Isayyas Afeworki (Bahru 2002: 220). A bitter watween the ELF and the EPLF
ensued and culminated with the victory of the ERLE981, and the expulsion of
the ELF from the Eritrean soil (Plaut and Gilke®9p From all Eritrean political
organizations, the EPLF was the most successfiis istruggle that culminated in
the secession of Eritrea from Ethiopia in 1991. ugto established by Christians,
the EPLF was a secular organizatttdmt adopted a Marxist ideology of liberation
of war in order to bridge over the ethnic and rabigs divide” (Clapham 2000:
10). In 1993, a referendum was conducted and Briiecame an independent
country.

% |ts more popular name &haabiya“popular” in Arabic).
16 Bahru (2002: 220) also claims that it was esthbtisin 1973. However, according to
Merera (2003: 168), the EPLF was established aro@id.1
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The Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF)

According to Aregawi (2004: 569), one of the foursdef the TPLF, the
TPLF was founded in 1975 by a small band of etfiigeces. The aim of this small
guerrilla band in Tigray was the creation of an independent republic ofakig
(according to its 1976 manifesto). But, later dns im was dropped and replaced
with achieving cultural and political autonomy with a united Ethiopid (Aalen
2002: 6). From 1975 to 1989, the TPLF combatantslacted a hit-and-run tactics
and later on waged a conventional war against #mg Qovernment. ThBerg lost
all of Tigray province after its defeat by the TPIbFL989. In 1987, (i.e. two years
before expelling the Derg army from Tigray regighg TPLF and other allied
groups formed the EPRDF and started to fight ndy @or the self-determination
of Tigray, but for the removal of th®erg government from Addis Ababa.
According to Merera, (2003: 86-87), the TPLF crdatee EPRDF by involving the
following political groups:

(1) EPDM (The Ethiopian Peoples’ Democratic Movethenhis political
group was composed of EPRP defectors.

(2) EDORM (The Ethiopian Democratic Officers’ Rewtbnary
Movement), which was composed war prisoners wheewaptured by the TPLF
in its fight against th®erg soldiers.

(3) OPDO (The Oromo People’s Democratic Organizgtiowhich
comprised former Oromo soldiers of tberg army who were captured by the
TPLF.

(4) Later on, another organization, the SEPDM (®euth Ethiopia
Peoples’ Democratic Movement) was created repriegpihe Southern peoples
and became a coalition member of the EPRDF

In 1991, the EPRDF was able to militarily oust fherg regime from
Addis Ababa and the rest of the country and forriedgovernment in Addis
Ababa.

7 Plaut and Gilkes (1999) claim thaktfe TPLF activities were an attempt to end Amhara
rule. In Tigrayan eyes the Amhara had usurped thditional power base of Ethiopian
society, and transferred it from the ancient Tigmayapital of Axum to Addis Ababa.”

'8 In this case we can say that it started as arpethtionalist movement with the aim of
getting self-determination of Tigray. But, later dnexpanded to other regions by forming
the EPRDF in 1987 with other political groups. Fartlier information,see EPRDF
(Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front)

<http://eprdforgans.org/(Retrieved on 16 April 2006).

¥ The SEPDM was formed after the EPRDF combatants @xtuémldis Ababa in 1991.
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4.3. The EPRDF Government (1991-Present)

According to Keller (2002: 21),until, 1991,......... successive regimes
either tried to suppress the unique cultural idéesi of more than eighty distinct
ethno-linguistic groups and, at the same time,gsirailate them into the dominant
Amhara culture.” Keller (2002: 22) claims that ethnic-based umhrell
organization, the EPRDF, as soon as assuming gadliower in 1991'decided
not to suppress the national aspirations of Ethaépigrieving ethnic groups but,
instead, to allow them the full expression of thairguages and cultures’it also
reorganized the country’s administrative structureto largely ethnically-based
regional states (Keller 2002:22; Wondwosen 2002djer 1991 a number of
ethnic-based political parties mushroomed in Etlsiophe EPRDF, as an ethnic-
based party, encouraged the formation of politjaties along ethnic lines and
tacitly discouraged non-ethnic parties or other -R#rnopian parties. The
government’s policy of ethnic federalism created amnple situation for the
establishment of ethnic-based parties at the expehthe pan-Ethiopian and non-
ethnic parties.

Elections and Political parties in the post-1991 Hiopia

In all of the federal and regional parliamentargcdibns (1995, 2000,
2005) in Ethiopia the “winner§® were: ethnic-based parties, particularly the
EPRDF. In the 1995 Ethiopian elections for the fatland regional parliaments,
the EPRDF was declared a winner in a landslideowctlt won 483 of the 537
seats in the Council of Peoples’ Representativesehd (2003: 135) notes that the
EPRDF won 90.1% of the seats in the election. TReFFEPRDF won all the
seats in the state assembly and all the state’ss seaCouncil of People’
Representatives. All the 92 local assembly seafsditis Ababa were won by the
EPRDF. The largest opposition party that partigdain the 1995 election, the
Ethiopian National Democratic Movement (ENDR)¢contested for 80 seats but
failed even to win a single seat.

In the 2000 election, the EPRDF and its juniorealiivon the majority- in
fact, they won more than 90% of the seats in tler parliament. According to
Van der Beken (2003: 7-15), the member partieshefEPRDF: Tigray Peoples
Liberation Front (TPLF) won all 152 seats in thgiomal parliament; the Amhara
National Democratic Movement (ANDM) won 286 seats of 294 seats in the

%0 As declared by many international election obsar¢&/ondwosen 2008b), the election
results particularly the 2005 election results wieighly questionable. Therefore, when |
say the “winners” of the election, | am simply tadithe official declaration by the NEBE
(National Electoral Board of Ethiopia) which has bedways accused of favouring the
EPRDF party.

21 “Ethiopia Assessment” (April 2002): United Kingdo@puntry Information & Policy
Unit, Immigration & Nationality Directorate, Homefi@e.
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Amhara regional parliament; the Oromo Peoples’ Dematic Organization
(OPDO) won 535 seats out of the 537 seats in tluen@rregional parliament; the
Southern Nation, Nationalities and Peoples (SNN&) 823 seats out of 346 seats
of the regional parliament. In the other five regipas reported by Van der Beken
(2003: 7-15), the satellite political parties oetBEPRDF’s won majority votes in
their respective regional parliaments. These w&he Afar National Democratic
Party, that won 84 seats out of the 87 seats in Afe regional council
(parliament); the Benishangul / Gumuz Peoples” Dmai Unity Front won 71
seats out of the 80 seats in the Benishangul / Guragional parliament; the
Gambela Peoples Democratic Front won 40 of thee&8sdn the Gambela regional
parliament. Similarly, in Somali Region, and Ha@ity the satellite parties of the
EPRDF won the majority vote. The EPRDF also won 5&8ts in the 547 seat
federal parliament in the May 2000 election. Opfiasiparties also managed to
win 13 seats both in the federal and regional aamdints (WIC 27 June 2000).
According to Merera (2003: 135), in the May 200@ctbn opposition parties,
namely AAPO (All Amhara People Organization), CARPD(Council of
Alternative Forces for Peace and Democracy), EQRigRian Democratic Party),
ONC (Oromo National Congress) and SEPDC (Southetmojiia Peoples’
Democratic Coalition) were able to win only 13 seat

In the 2005 parliamentary election, which was néhirg electoral disputes
ethnic-based parties were the declared “winner#finig-based parties that won
seats in the parliament (House of People’s Reptatess) in the 2005
parliamentary election wefe Tigray Peoples’ Liberation Front (TPLF) (38 s@ats
Amhara National Democratic Movement (ANDM) (87 spatOromo Peoples’
Democratic Organization (OPDO) (110 seats), SouathEthiopian Peoples’
Democratic Movement (SEPDM) (92 seats), Somali Rsopemocratic Party
(SPDP) (24 seats), Oromo Federalist Democratic Mare (OFDM) (11 seats),
Benshangul -Gumuz Peoples Democratic Unity Fro@¥BUF) (8 seats), Afar
National Democratic Party (ANDP) (8 seats) Argobatidbhal Democratic
Organization (ANDO) (1 seats), Gambela Peoples eatic Movement (GPDM)
(3 seats), Harrari National League (HNL) (1 se&ecko Mejenger Peoples
Democratic Unity Organization (SMPDUO) (1 seat)l. iAlall, ethnic-based parties
held 384 seats (73%) while non-ethnic parties wth deats (27%

In the following section, | will give an overviewf @ne of the most
important ethnic-parties that are formed in thetpb891 period: the Oromo
National Congress.

2 The number of the House of People’s Representataated here as 562 excluding 20
parliamentary seats who decided not take up tleaitss

“Ethiopian Parliament, “Political parties and the#a in the Third Tenure of the House
of Peoples’ Representatives (2005-2009)"

< http://www.ethiopar.net/type/English/hopre/posé pdRetrieved on 8 September 2008).
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The Oromo National Congress (ONC)

The ONC was established in 1996 as an ethnic panty.ONC’s policy is
based on rejecting the secessionist policies oksOnomo political groups such as
the OLF, and opposing the dependency policy folbwwg the pro-TPLF Oromo
party, the OPDO. By rejecting both secession amdtade, the ONC proposed a
third alternative (Merera 2003: 198). In the 20@Bliamentary election, the ONC
joined with other political parties to form a cdi@n known as the United Ethiopia
Democratic Front (UEDEY. The UEDF was the"2 most successful opposition
party coalition in the 2005 election, and the ON&hdidates who run under the
UEDF won many parliamentary seats in Oromia regi@won, under the
machination and instigation of the ruling EPRDFyp&ew ONC members rebelled
against the party chairman, Dr. Merera Gudina. fifh@nd the conflict that broke
out among the ranks of the Oromo National Cong(€ddC) resulted in the
forceful occupation of the ONC office in Addis Almalby disgruntled members.
The ONC leadership led by Dr. Merera Gudina acctsedplinter group as agents
of the ruling OPDO/EPRDF, while the splinter groapcused the leadership as
instrument of Chauvinist groups, and working agathe interest of the Oromo
people. The sprinter group wanted the ONC to jbim parliament, and distance
itself from the UEDF (The Reporter 10 September 30®fter a long and
protracted court process the chairman of the ONE&ekh Gudina, and most of the
party members formed another Oromo party calledoi@r Peoples Congress”.
After departure of Dr. Merera Gudina and his supgsr the renegades fully
controlled the ONC.

5. Discussion

After analyzing the definitions of ethnic-basedtjgar given by Horrowitz
(1985: 291-292) and Scarrif(2006: 237), Cheesman and Ford (2007: 22)

%4 Fifteen political parties and groups held a cosrfiee (All-Party Conference-APC) of
Ethiopian opposition parties in USA from July 26Aagust 1, 2003 and formed UEDF.
These were: (1) Afar Revolutionary Democratic Uriipnt (ARDUF) (2) All Ethiopian
Unity Party (AEUP) (3) All Ethiopian Socialist Moveme (MEISON) (4) Council of
Alternative Forces for Peace and Democracy (CAFPBEEthiopian Democratic Union -
Tehadiso (EDUTehadis® (6). Ethiopian Medhin Democratic Party (MEDHIN) (7)
Ethiopian National United Front (ENUF) (8) Ethiopi&eople Federal Democratic Unity
Party (HIBREHIZB) (9) Ethiopian People's Revolutiond?arty (EPRP) (10) Gambella
People's United Democratic Front (11) Oromo NatioGangress (ONC) (12) Oromo
People's Liberation Organization (OPLO - IBSO) (18puthern Ethiopian Peoples'
Democratic Coalition (SEPDC) (14) Tigrean Alliancer fDemocracy (TAND) (15)
Ethiopian Union Democratic Party (EDUP).

5 They defined ethnically based party as one thaiVeg its support overwhelmingly from
an identifiable ethnic group (or cluster of groupsd serves the interests of that group”
(Cheeseman and Ford: 2007: 20).
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classified political parties into five categorf@sNon-ethnic party, multi-ethnic
party with no majority ethnic group, multi-ethniany with majority ethnic group,
potentially ethnic party, and ethnic party. Classifion of parties as “ethnic party”,
“multi-ethnic party,” and “non-ethnic party” is netatic but a time-bound. That is
to say, an “ethnic party” that campaigned for aaigrethnic group in one election,
may transform itself into a multi-ethnic or non-gth party in another election
(Chandra 2002: 6Y.However, according to Horowitz (2000: 293), tramefing an
originally ethnic party in to a multi-ethnic paiigydifficult since there is a high risk
of loosing the support of co-ethnit.

At present, both in established democracies andrgénge democracies
ethnic-based parties are expanding. In many Westeuntries that have more
homogenous society ethnic parties are rare. But, Canada and other
heterogeneous European countries (e.x. Belgium,eltaia, Spain, and United
Kingdom), in Asia (E.x. India, Russia, Srilankajdain the Middle East (e.g.
Israel) we find ethnic parties (Alonso 2005, Chan@004: 1). According to
Cheeseman and Ford (2007:23), in Africa betweerl 20@ 2006 the number of
ethnic parties decreased while the number of nbnietparties increased.
Moreover, Cheeseman and Ford (2007) revealed t®atptoportion of ethnic
ruling parties dropped from 40% in 2001 to 30% @®2 and to 20% in 2006. On
the other hand between 2003 and 2006 the propoofi@thnic opposition parties
increased. In rich countries ethnic parties are tkmminant (Banerejee and Pande
2007: 6). It is generally believed that when soegetdevelop and the economy
shifts from agriculture towards heavy industry atlten service economy,
traditional social identities would be eroded. they words, as argued by Crewe
and Denver (1985), Dalton et al (1984), and Nof#603) high literacy rate,
geographic mobility, societal modernization, accessthe news media would
loosen the grip of ethnicity in developing courdriélence, Better-educated and
more cognitively sophisticated citizens....havs le=ed to rely upon the traditional
social cues of ethnicity in electoral choiceg®orris & Mattes (2003:5).

% They based their analysis on the survey of Afrcotmater conducted in 18 African
countries; Botswana, Ghana , Kenya, Malawi, MalipZgmbique, Namibia, Nigeria,
Senegal, South Africa, Uganda, Zambia, Benin, Masleaya Tanzania, Cape Verde,
Zimbabwe, Lesotho.

%" For instance, in Ethiopia, the AAPO (All Amhara Ples Organization) from1992 to
2002 was an ethnic party. But in 2002, it transfednitself in to a non-ethnic party and
renamed it self “AEUP” (All Ethiopia Unity Party).herefore, in the 2005 election it ran as
a non-ethnic party.

%8 However, this is not always true. For instancee #WAPO retained its co-ethnic
supporters (Amharas) despite its transformatiomfethnic party to non-ethnic party as
manifested in the 2005 parliamentary election wlieeeAEUP candidates won many seats
for both the federal and regional parliament inAlmehara region.
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In countries which are dominated by ethnic partynpetitions ethnic
parties which represent the largest ethnic grouge hen electoral advantade
(Banerejee and Pande 2007:2, Chandra 2004). AcgptdiGunther and Diamond
(2001: 23),'the principal goal of the ethnic party is not anpiversalistic program
or platform, but rather to secure material, cultyrand political benefits and
protections for the ethnic group in its competitiaith other groups”.Moreover,
the major aim of ethnic party, as argued by Gun#ret Diamond (2001: 23), is
“to harden and mobilize its ethnic base with exslasoften polarizing appeals to
ethnic group opportunity and threat, .... electomabbilization is not intended to
attract additional sectors of society to suppott ithe objectives of the policies of
ethnic parties, almost at all times, are the pregiem of the culture and the
promotion of the interests of their co-ethnics.drmler to achieve these, ethnic
parties are established at the state level (K&Q66: 160-161).

Though ethnic party is usually presumed to be whetnital to democratic
stability in the so-called “patronage-democraci@sjt usually survives and
flourishes, but only in two conditionwvhen it has competitive rules for intraparty
advancement and when the size of the ethnic grpitgeeks to mobilize exceeds
the threshold of winning or leverage imposed by dheetoral system’(Chandra
2004: 1). According to Chandra (2002:1-2), ethnictips are more stable than
multi-ethnic parties and non-ethnic parties sifw ¢lites that hold the leadership
of the party belong to the same ethnic group. L200%: 52-53) argues th&he
formation of one ethnic party is likely to producehain reaction that leads to the
formation of an ethnic political party systenThat it to say, theoretically speaking
the transformation of one party into an ethnic yavould also accelerate similar
transformation of other parties. This is becauseeom party turns into an ethnic
party it snatches voters (co-ethnics) away fromotier non-ethnic parties.

29 Dowd and Driessen (2008: 2) emphasize tiatethnically dominated party systems,
parties are not distinguished from each other bamedvhat they represent but rather who
they represent.”

% For Chandra (2004: 1) “patronage-democracies’daraocracies where votefshoose
between parties by conducting ethnic head countherathan by comparing policy
platforms or ideological positions. They formulateferences across parties by counting
the heads of co-ethnics across party personnefepiag that party that provides greatest
representation to their co-ethnics”

Chandra (2004: 6) further stated that “patronageateacy” is“a democracy in which the
state monopolizes access to jobs and servicesnanmtich elected officials have discretion
in the implementation of laws allocating the jomslaservices at the disposal of the state.
The key aspect of a patronage-democracy is notlgithe size of the state but the power of
elected officials to distribute the vast resourcemtrolled by the state to voters on an
individualized basis, by exercising their discratia the implementation of state policy.”
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Kantor (2006: 160) indicated that in societies thed structured along
ethnic or national cleavages ethnic parties anméol. Countries that are ethnically
diverse and low income tend to be organized alotgi@ lines (Chua 2003;
Horowitz 1985; Law 2005: 47; Posner 2005). The clearfor ethnic parties to get
electoral vote from non-members (i.e. members bhietgroups) is very slim.
Therefore, their existence depends on the votesapgort they receive from their
own co-ethnic¥. In ethnic-based party systettisose voters who crossed ethnic-
party lines were subject, not just to the usualugrgressures, but also to actual
intimidation and even physical violencesy Norris and Mattes (2003: 5) based on
their studies conducted in Ghana, Trinidad and Gaya

According to Banerejee and Pande (2007: 7), mosheftime, ethnic
political parties easily succeed in getting thepsmrpof their ethnic groups. This is
because a voter favors his own ethnic gr6igp historical, social or symbolic
reasons”.In ethnically diverse countries, ethnic parties lggher advantages over
other parties during election due to the followifagtors: (1) The voters will be
instinctively pulled towards their co-ethnics (Shil957; Huntington 1996) (2) A
shared language (common language) and social Hetfiamilitates political
organization along ethnic lines (Bates 1983; Fearmh Laitin 1996) (3) It is much
easier to target patronage along ethnic lines (@@&aB2004; Glaeser and Goldin
1995) (4) It is easy for ethnic party to dominateedection and political power in
its ethnic constituency since other political pestiget very less chance in the
constituency (Fearon 1999, Caselli and Coleman 2005

Many scholars (Horowitz 1985, Lijphart 1977, Ralkeshand Shepsle
1972) have indicated that ethnic parties and thgigpation of ethnic differences
create instability and are assumed to be a majaath Party systems where
ethnically based parties domindtare prone to conflict, exacerbating existing
ethnic divisions...because holding the reins of grow state office is often seen as
a zero-sum game, rather than a process of accomtiooiig Norris and Matts
2003:3, citing Donald Horowitz). This theory isaigly advocated by Horowitz
(2000: 294) and Wolf (2002). Other works (Deegaf2@®; Nikiwane 2000) also
consider ethnic divisions as one of the causethtowveaknesses of political parties
in Africa. By using South Africa as a case studkiNane (2000) said, The
biggest weakness of these opposition parties istkiey are regional, at best, and
tribal in orientation. Their only hope was to untfyeir organizations. But because

31 Although this might be generally true, in someesai Ethiopia it is different. In many

countries that are ethnically diverse the depenelexicopposition parties on ethnicity is

increasing and this trend might help them in ggttelectoral votes along ethnic lines.
However, in Ethiopia, as manifested in the 2005 telac non-ethnic opposition parties

such as the CUD got high electorate vote. In Addiaba, for instance, where the society
is highly diverse, the CUD won almost 100% of tlectoral vote. Even in the city quarters
such as Teklehaymanot locality where the Tigredres co-ethnics of the incumbent party
reside, the CUD got a resounding electoral victory.
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of their fundamental structures (parochialism),ytheve consistently been unable
to come together, let alone to agree on unifiedtprs.” Deegan (2003: 2) also
described the problems and weaknesses of Africditicab systems as follows:
“Often parties had no constituencies or were ethihigsed; equally, political
programmes, interaction with the populace and friahtransparency were non-
existent, Internal party democracy was often unknand many opposition parties
actually disbanded between election&Kaufmann and Conversi (n.d.) argue the
emergence of ethnic party systems in divided sesielue to democratization
usually leads countries into inter-state confliatl antense ethnic divisions. To sum
up, ethnic party system usually leads a countittee directions: military regime,
one-party authoritarian regime, or the establisitma#nmulti-ethnic parties and
coalitions (Law 2005: 59).

On the other hand, there are few scholars who ptehto justify the need
for ethnic parties in Africa due to various compgl reasons. For instance, for
Walraven (2000) ethno-regional groupings are thgchd strategies for political
parties to challenge incumbent parties in Afridaslargued that the lack of class
divisions and the absence or the weakness of steonlgsociety’” led African
political parties to be established along ethnieedi Another scholar, Lawson
(1999: 12), also arguetln the absence of formal associations clearly agaom
the state and capable of engaging the populatite, introduction of liberal
democratic procedures, at the behest of externabdk) had led political parties to
appeal to the only available alternative: ethniemdity.”

In many countries in the post-colonial Africa, adicated by Basedau et al
(2007), particularistic partiésare officially banned. Basedat al (2007: 617)
noted that in many contemporary African democraciéisnic, religious and
regional parties are illegal. In fact, this is moique to African countries. In many
post-communist countries in Eastern Europe, andmsountries like Afghanistan,
Iraq, Turkey and Algeria ethnic and religious pestiare banned (Basedau al
2007: 618). These bans on ethnic parties in mamjcaf countries are due to
various reasons. The most important reason is éadasthnic conflicts and wars.

%2 Civil societies in Africa have many weaknessed tmited their participation in the
democratization process. These are: firstly, thek laternal democracy, i.e. their own
members are not socialized with democratic primsiplet alone democratizing the
government. They, therefore, lack credibility. Swdly, they are heavily dependent on
foreign donors. Therefore, they are vulnerable to l&eeled as agents of foreign
governments and groups. This dependence also fahesd to be disassociated with the
local condition. Usually, they are found attemptingorm their CSOs as a replica of CSOs
in donor countries (DPMF December 2002: 22-29).6Rdyg, the EPRDF government of
Ethiopia has drafted a new law that bans internati@$Os from engaging in advocacy for
democracy, governance, or peace-building work (M@QAJuly 2008).

% Instead of using “ethnic party” in a narrow sendknond and Coleman (1960) used a
generic term, “Particularistic parties” to denot&tjes “having an ethnic, racial or tribal
basis”.
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According to Bogaards (2008: 6), the ban of ethpécty is usually a form of
political engineering aimed at ethnic conflict peation and management. Perhaps,
the first nation in Africa that banned particuléidsparties was Ghana. Kwame
Nikurmah, the first leader of independent Ghanased a law banning such parties
in the 1960s. In contemporary Africa, twenty-tworidan countries have laws
directly or indirectly banning particularistic pe€®. Sometimes, African leaders
who come from minority ethnic group ban the forroatof ethnic-based parties
fearing that the leaders of the major ethnic grargseasily snatch political power.
The best example here is Kenya, where the long pirasident, Daniel Arap Moi,
belongs to a minority tribe or ethnic group (Basedaal 2007: 618).

Horowitz (1991, 1985) argues that in countries whethnic-based parties
dominate the quality of democracy is likely to suffThis assumption, according
to Chandra (2002: 23), is based on the concefteo$o-called “out bidding effect”
concept. This concept (i.e. “ethnic outbidding'atss that the rise of ethnic party,
which is always the result of ethnic divisions ®nfs” the political system,
destroys competitive politics, and threatens theigal of democratic institutions.
For Sisk (1996) ethnically-dominated party systemdrs the quality of democracy
because it limits peoples’ electoral choices omlytlie members of a particular
ethnic group. Ethnic-dominated party systems alsorahse the quality of
democracy because in such system politicians angséml more on the interests of
their respective ethnic groups at the expense efctuntry’s interest. As Posner
(2004) notes, elites struggle to win the maximughts and privileges for their
ethnic group®. This condition fuels ethnic competition with thepe of gaining
influence in national politics (Wantchekon 200351 e other hand, for Chandra
(2004, 2006) the quality of democracy will not Héeeted by the domination of
ethnic-based parties. Another scholar, Birnir (20880 voiced similar argument
and claimed that ethnic-based parties might camilbor the improvement of the
quality of democracy.

% These are: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundim@aon, Cape Verde, Chad, the
Central African Republic, the Democratic RepublicCongo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea,
Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberiag&@ascar, Mauritania,
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sehegjarra Leone, Tanzania and Togo
(Basedu 2007: 630). On the other hand, the onlyecoporary African country that

officially and enthusiastically encouraged ethnéséd parties is Ethiopia.

% As manifested in the 2005 election, one of thepaign issues for the opposition parties
in Ethiopia is the lopsided socio-economic policytled TPLF-EPRDF government, which
favoured the Tigray region at the expense of therothgions. They argued that though
Ethiopia started multi-party democracy in 1991, deenocratization process in the country
suffered a heavy blow largely due to the politieslders’ obsession to enrich only their
own ethnic group. The government, on the other hangue that the emphasis given to
Tigray is not due to ethnicity, but to reconstruot teconomy of the region, which was
greatly damaged during the civil war that engulfegray from 1975 to 1991. Anyways,
the issue is still one of the most controversisilies that gripped the country at present.
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In Ethiopia, ethnic-based party system became ftheiab policy of the
government in the post-1991 period. After takinditipal power by militarily
overthrowing the Marxist military government of ktpia (Derg) in May 1991, the
EPRDF adopted a federal structure along languadetimic lines. Article 1 of the
1994 Ethiopian Constitution say$This constitution establishes a federal and
democratic state structure{(FDRE 1994). According to the Constitution, the
duties and responsibilities of the federal govemtriaclude: foreign relations,
national defense, inter-state commerce, curreneynigration, communication,
inter-state water resources (Article 51). The regiostates draft their own
constitutions, administer land and other naturabueces, levy taxes and duties on
revenue sources reserved for the states, enatkeivice laws, and establish state
police (Article 52). Therefore, the post 1991 potit atmosphere has never been
favorable to non-ethnic parties as manifested énrttushrooming of ethnic-based
parties in the country. The EPRDF government (tliyear indirectly) encouraged
the formation of ethnic-based parties while at #zame time discouraged the
formation of non ethnic parties that attempteddoruit members irrespective of
their ethnic origins. Moreover, although the EPRifvernment is forced to allow
non-ethnic parties to be formed due to the locdliaternational pressure, still the
government is busy in creating obstacles to theetbnic partie$® Therefore, at
present, there are only very few non-ethnic paitiehe country that aim to unite
all Ethiopians under their pan-Ethiopia umbr&lldt is ironic that in many African
countries governments exert maximum effort to ernage the formation of non-
ethnic parties, but in Ethiopia the reverse is.tianic-based political parties are
encouraged by the government at the expense okthone parties. In fact, as
rightly noted by Merera (2003) the defeat of thed@.974-1991) by ethnic-based
parties such as the TPLF-EPRDF, ONLF and OLF whkw to the non-ethnic
parties such as the EPRP (Ethiopian People’'s Rgeopary Party), EDU
(Ethiopian Democratic Union) and other pan-Ethiopigolitical parties.
Furthermore, the TPLF-EPRDF-dominated governmemadsad and persecuted
those non-ethnic parties particularly the ones ltlage potential to unite the people
irrespective of their ethnic origin. Individualscagroups who were identified with
the Workers Party of Ethiopia (WPE) were not alldw® participate in the
country’s politics legally in the early years ofethl990s (Harbeson 1996).
Moreover, those political organizations that retls®renounce armed struggle are

% The EPRDF government has been attempting to wedkenopposition parties
(particularly non-ethnic parties) in various wayhese include: encouraging dissent among
their ranks; harassing, intimidating and imprisgnopposition leaders and members; etc.
Moreover, by manipulating the courts and the NEBEi(\al Electoral Board of Ethiopia)
the ruling party has weakened the opposition paiti

3" Many non-ethnic parties such as EPRP and MEISONegckided from the country’s
political scene by the ruling party, the EPRDF (Mar2003: 87-88, 161). The principal
precondition to participate in the Ethiopian polificcene, according to the EPRDF, is
renouncing armed struggle to remove the governimefdrce.
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banned. Therefore, EPRP, the “All-Ethiopia Socidiitovement” (i.e., MEISON)
and other similar political groups were not allowtedparticipate in the Ethiopian
politics. As Merera (2003: 88) indicated the nohrét political organizations such
as the EPRP, which have been strong rivals of leFTsince 1970s are sidelined
in order to frustrate their mobilizing capacity.

In the post-election period in 2005, the CUD (Ciahi for Unity and
Democracy), the most influential and successful-ettmic opposition party, was
directly and indirectly persecuted by the governindime cadres of the TPLF-
dominated government branded the CUD as a partypastgd only by the
chauvinist Amhara people (BBC 23 July 2007) whdfigpr Amhara supremacy
(Abbink 2006: 173-179) though the leadership arel iiembership of the CUD
party showed heavy ethnic diverdftyWhen the propaganda campaign that was
aimed to mobilize other ethnic groups against théD(failed, the government
brought the CUD officials to the couftsMost of the CUD leaders were sentenced
for life imprisonment on charges of genocide amagprf? Finally, however, due
to the international outcry and domestic presdimey were given “clemency.”

6. Conclusion

In Africa (Posner 2007, Norris and Mattes 2003) andmany Asian
countries such as Malaysia, Srilanka and India WBrdl996, Horowitz 1985,
Chandra 2004), parties representing the domindmietgroups get electoral
advantages. Ethnic parties usually garner suppomn their ethnic constituencies
in two ways: First, by promising or giving matergdins, i.e. giving hope for land,
job, markets etc., to their ethnic constituencidge second one is “psychological”

% There are two major misconceptions regarding th® CAk reported by the BBC (23
July 2007) there is an assumption that the CUD’somaupporters were the Amhara
people. Though it is true that the CUD got importatectoral victory in the Amhara
region, its strong base was Addis Ababa, the dapity, whose residents are ethnically
diverse. In Addis Ababa, the CUD got almost 100létteral victory. Secondly, as pointed
out by Abbink (2006: 173-179), it was wrongly assdmthat the CUD was largely
supported by the so-called “chauvinist” Amhara edata. In reality, however, CUD’s
support came from various population groups anénsg but mainly from Addis Ababa,
SNNP (Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peopéag),Amhara regions.

% Many people in Ethiopia believe that the courtskamegaroo courts which are filled by
puppet judges who usually are the graduates of BRE®DF-controlled Civil Service
College. In the last 17 years, the country has egiéed a spate of political show trials
staged against opposition leaders, civil societgdes, and journalists of the independent
media.

“0In the current Ethiopia, as clearly manifestechim post-2005 election period, “genocide®
and ,treason” charges against opposition partigs,society leaders, and journalists of the
independent media have become the major tools efgthvernment to squash dissident
voices (For detaieeReuters 5 November 2005; WIC 5 November 2005).
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i.e., individuals’ desire for psychic gratificatiofio bolster their self-esteem)
(Chandra 2002: 4). Horowitz (1985: 308) argues thaliticians who organize
ethnic parties finda ready-made clientele...waiting to be ledri the struggle for

resources and political power, politicians mobilfEeople by dividing them along
ethnic lines (Yeros 1999).

Some woks consider ethnic divisions as one of thases for the
weaknesses of political parties in Africa. It is@largued that the lack of class
divisions and the absence of strong civil society African political parties to be
established along ethnic lines. For instance, Lawd®99: 12) argued, In the
absence of formal associations clearly apart frohe tstate and capable of
engaging the population, the introduction of libled@mocratic procedures, at the
behest of external donors, had led political pastie appeal to the only available
alternative: ethnic identity.”

In Ethiopia, though Haile Selassie’'s Imperial goweent banned the
formation of all types of political parties, ethrbased parties were formed outside
the country and waged armed struggle in the coufiing Derg government also
outlawed all political parties, except its own pathe Workers’ Party of Ethiopia
(WPE) and made the country a one-party state. Ag)€let al (2007: 36) noted the
coming to power of the EPRDF in 1991 made the aguatmulti-party state, but
under the domination of one dominant-coalition ypart

References Cited

Aalen, Lovise (2002)Ethnic Federalism in a Dominant Party State: The
Ethiopian Experience 1991-200Bergen: Chr. Michelsen Institute. Development
Studies and Human Rights.

Abbink, J. (2006): “Discomfiture of Democracy? TR@05 election crisis
in Ethiopia and its aftermath”, idfrican Affairs105(419): 173-199.

Alesina, Alberto, Reza Bagqir, and William Eastegf1®99): “Public Goods
and Ethnic Divisions,Quarterly Journal of Economic&14; 1243-1284.

Almond, Gabriel & James Coleman (1960he Politics of the Developing
Areas Princeton: Princeton Univ.Press.

Alonso, Sonia (2005): Enduring Ethnicity: The Holt Survival of
Incumbent parties in Western Democraci&studio Working Paper

Andargachew Tiruneh (April 1993The Ethiopian Revolution 1974-1987:
A transformation from an Aristocratic to a Totali@n Autocracy.Cambridge

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



802 Dr. Wondwosen B. TESHOME

University Press Andargachew Asegid (200Bgachir Yetekech Regime Guzo:
Meison Beethiopia Hizboch

Tigi Wust(“The Aborted Long Journey: MEISON in the Ethiapigeoples
Struggle”). Addis Ababa: Central Printing Press.

Anderson, Benedict (1983)Jmagined Communities: Reflections on the
Origin and Spread of Nationalisthondon: Verso.

Anttonen, Marjut (n.d): “The politization of the Goepts of Culture and
Ethnicity: an example from Northern Norwayto Ethnologial5., pp. 49-66.

Aregawi Berhe (2004): “The Origins of the Tigrayopte’s Liberation
Front.” African Affairs,103/413, pp. 569-592.

Bahru Zewde (2002)A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-199Addis
Ababa. Addis Ababa University Pres& edition.

Banerejee, Abhijit and Rohini Pande (2007): PamicRolitics: Ethnic
Preferences and Political Corruptio@ID Working paperNo. 147. Center for
International Development at Harvard University.

Barth, Fredrik (1969): “Introduction”Ethnic Groups and Boundaries
Fredrick Barth (ed.). Boston: Little, Brown and Quemny.

Basedau, Matthias, Matthijs Bogaards, Christof iMartn & Peter Niesen
(2007): “Ethnic Party. Bans in Africa: A Researchgehda,”"German Law Journal,
8(6), 617-634.

Bates, R. (1983)Essays on the Political Economy of Rural Africa
Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press.

Bates, R. (1974): “Ethnic Competition and Modertima in Modern
Africa”. Comparative Political Studiegol. 6. 457-484.

Bayart, J.-F. (1993)The State in Africa: The Politics of the BelNew
York: Longman.

BBC (23 July 2007): “What next for Ethiopia’s frekdhders?*.

Birnir, J.K. (2007):Ethnicity and Electoral PoliticsNew York: Cambridge
University Press.

Bogaards, Matthijs (2008): Ethnic Party Bans in iédr Paper to be
presented at the 49th ISA Annual Convention in Bamcisco, 26-29 March 2008
in panel FD57 Ethnic Politics in Africa.

Brown, D. (1996):The State and Ethnic Politics in Southeast Asia
London: Routledge.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



Ethnicity And Political Parties In Africa: The CasEEthnic-based Parties In Ethiopia 803

Bundegaard, Christian (2004): The Battalion St&ecuritization
and Nation-Building in Eritrea. PSIS (Programme fBtrategic and
International Security StudiggOccasional Papemo. 2.

Caselli, F. and J. Coleman (2005): On the theomgtlafiic conflict.mimeo,
LSE

Catlin, John D. (1993)Ethiopia: A Case Study for National and Military
Strategy in the New World OrdddS Army College, Carlisie Barracks.

Chandra, Kanchan (2005): “Ethnic Parties and DeatacrStability”,
Perspectives on Politic8: 235-252.

Chandra, Kachan (2002): A New Cross-National Daaaed on Ethnic
Parties. Paper prepared for presentation at thai@meeting of the Midwestern
political science Association (24-27 April 2007).

Chandra, K. (2006): “What Is Ethnic Identity And &olt Matter.”Annual
Review of Political Scien¢®, 397-424.

Chandra, K. (2004)Why Ethnic Parties Succeed: Patronage and Ethnic
Headcounts in IndiaCambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Chege, Michael Abdalla Hamdok, Per Nordlund, andadoRukambe,
(2007): Political Parties in East Africa: Diversity in Pdical Party Systems.
International IDEA, Research and Dialogue Coordamat

Cheeseman, Nic and Robert Ford (2007): “Ethnicity a Political
Cleavage.” Paper presented at the conference “TiveoNfoundations of Mass
Politics in Africa,” Michigan State University, Basansing, May 12-13, and
published ag\frobarometer Working Papedo. 83.

Chua, Amy (2003)World on Fire: How exporting free market democracy
breeds ethnic hatred and global instabili{fyoubleday).

CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) (13 March 196@ffice of National
Estimates.

Memorandum: The Soviets and Black Africa: New Ammioes and the
African Response. Declassified PA/HO, Departmer8tate, April 21, 2005.

Clapham, Christopher (2000): “War and State Foromain Ethiopia and
Eritrea.” The work presented at thelloquium: La guerre entre local et le global,
Centre d’Etudes et deecherches InternationleBaris, 29-30 May 2000.

Cornell S. and Hartmann D. (199&thnicity and race: Making Identities
in a Changing WorldLondon: Pine Forge Press.

Cohen, Abner (1974): “The lesson of Ethnicityiban Ethnicity London:
Tavistock Publications.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



804 Dr. Wondwosen B. TESHOME

Crewe, Ivor and David Denver (Eds) (198Bk)ectoral Change in Western
Democracies: Patterns and Sources of Electoral ¥dla New York: St. Martin's
Press.

Dalton, Russell J., Scott Flanagan, and Paul ABetk (Eds) (1984):
Electoral Change in Advanced Industrial DemocracieRealignment or
Dealignment®Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Deegan, Heather (2003): Elections in Africa-The tPBsn Years. An
AssessmenBriefing paper No. 2The Royal Institute of International Affairs.

Doherty, Ivan (April & May 2001): Democracy out Bake. Civil Society
Can’'t Replace Political parties. Policy Review.

Dowd, Robert A. and Michael Driessen (2008): “Etatly Dominated
Party Systems and the Quality of Democracy: Eviddnam Sub-Saharan Africa,”
Afrobarometer Working Papergyorking Paper No. 92.

DOS (Department of State) (1970): National Intelige Estimate,
Number 75/76-70, (Supersedes NIE 75/ 76-77, The ldbAfrica 21 May 1970.

DOS (1972): National Intelligence Estimate, The mavf Africa (4
October 1972): (Supersedes NIE 75/76-70, No. 56&c¢ld3sified, PA (HO
Department of State E.O. 12958, as amended, ApritQ05.

DPMF (Development Policy Management (2002) Repbthe conference
on: “The challenges of Globalization in Africa: WHaole for Civil Society and
Other Stakeholers?” held at the United Nations Boan Commission for Africa,
2-4 Dec. 2002, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Eade, John (1996): Ethnicity and the Politics dféence: An Agenda for
the 1990s? IlCulture, Identity and Politics: Ethnic Minorities Britain. Edited by
Terence Ranger, Yunas Samad and Ossie Stuart.shtatetJK: Avebury.

Ellingsen, Tanja (2000): Colorful Community or EitiWitches' Brew?
Multiethnicity and Domestic Conflict During and aftthe Cold War. In: Journal of
Conflict Resolution: Journal of the Peace Scienoeiedy (International). Sage
Publications Ltd., Vol. 44(2), pp. 228-249.

EPRDF (Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democraticrong
<http://eprdforgans.org/(Retrieved on 16 April 2006).

Erdmann, Gero (2007): The Cleavage Model, Ethnictyd Voter
Alignment in Africa: Conceptual and Methodologidaloblems Revisited‘GIGA
German Institute of Global and Area Studis63.

Eriksen, Thomas Hylland (1993):Ethnicity and Nationalism:
Anthropological PerspectivesLondon: Pluto press.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



Ethnicity And Political Parties In Africa: The CasEEthnic-based Parties In Ethiopia 805

“Ethiopia Assessment” (April 2002): United KingdomCountry
Information & Policy Unit, Immigration & NationaljtDirectorate, Home Office.

Ethiopian Parliament, “Political parties and th&eats in the Third Tenure
of the House of Peoples’ Representatives (2009200

< http://www.ethiopar.net/type/English/hopre/posé.p (Retrieved on 8
September 2008).

Evans-Pritchard, E.E. (1951Kinship and Marriage among the Nuer.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Fearon, J. (1999): Why ethnic politics and porldtemgo togethemimeo,
Stanford Fearon, J. and D. Laitin (1996): Explaining ieténic cooperation.
American Political Science Review15{735).

FEDR (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (199%he Constitution
of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia” EedNegarit Gazetal™ Year,
No. 1, 28" August 1995. Addis Ababa.

Gentili, Anna Maria (2005): “Party, Party Systenm&l@emocratization in
Sub-Saharan Africa.” Presented at the Sixth GloBafum on Reinventing
Government, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 24-27 May3200ternational Institute for
Democracy and Electoral Assistance.

Glaeser, E. and C. Goldin (1995Corruption and Reform: An
Introduction Corruption and Reform. Chicago: University of €igo Press.

Green, Elliott D. (2004): “The (Mis) use of Ethriiciin Current Political
Economy Literature: Conceptual and Data paper peebfor WIDER Conference
on Making Peace Work, Helsiinki, Finland, 4-5 J2084.

Gulliver, P.H.. (Ed) (1969)Tradition and Transition in East Africa:
Studies of the Tribal Element in the Modern Hrandon: Oxford University Press.

Gunther, Richard and Larry Diamond (2001): Types &unctions of
Parties, inPolitical  Parties and Democracies3 (Larry Diamond/Richard
Gunther (eds).

Gunther, R. and L. Diamond (2003): “Species of trall Parties: A New
Typology.” Party Politics Vol. 9, No. 2, 167-199.

Gurr, T. Robert and Barbara Harff (1994thnic Conflict in World
Politics, Oxford: Westview press.

Harbeson, John W. (1996):“Elections and Democratina in Post-
Mengistu Ethiopia.” Report prepared for the United States Agency for
International Development project on Elections im¥Worn SocietiesPN-ABZ-
710.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



806 Dr. Wondwosen B. TESHOME

Harden, Blaine. (30 May 1991): “Eritrean RebelsRorm Own Rule,
Separate from Ethiopian Governmenwashington Post.

Helland-Hansen, Kristian (2007): “Peace be Upon:Ythe Relevance of
Religion to violent Conflict”. Department of Potial Science, University of Oslo.

Horowitz, D. (1991): A Democratic South Africa? Constitutional
Engineering in A Divided SocietyBerkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press.

Horowitz, D. (1985): Ethnic Groups in Conflict Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press.

Horowitz, Donald L. (1998): “Structure and StrategyEthnic Conflict”,
Paper prepared for the Annual World Bank Conferemce Development
Economics, Washington, D.C., April 20-21, 1998.

Horowitz, Donald L. (1993): “Democracy in Divided&8eties.”Journal of
Democracy4(4): 18-38.

Horowitz, Donald (2000)Ethnic Groups in ConflictBerkeley: University
of California Press.

Huntington, S. (1996)The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of
World Order New York: Simon and Schuster.

Kantor Zoltan (2006): The Status Law Syndrome argihal/National
Identity: Hungary, Hungarians in Romania, and RomaMfeconstruction and
Interaction of Slavic Eurasia and its NeighboringMls. Szerk.: leda, Osamu —
Uyama, Tomohiko. Sapporo, Slavic Research Centdokkaido University, 141-
182.

Kaufmann, Eric & Daniele Conversi (n.d): Ethnic aridationalist
Mobilisation, in J. Tournon and A. Guelke (ed€thnic Groups and Politics:
Recent Analytical DevelopmenBgrlin: VS-Verlag.

Keller, Edmond (2002): “Ethnic Federalism, Fiscafétm, Development
and Democracy in Ethiopia.African Journal of Political Sciencéformerly
African Journal of Political Economic), 7(1), 21-50

Keller, Edmond (2004): “Understanding Conflictstive Horn of Africa.”
In: Exploring Subregional Conflict: Opportunities foorflict prevention Chandra
Lakha Sriram and Zoe Nielsen (Eds.). Boulder, Gaire Rienner, pp. 17-54.

Law, Caroline (2005): Development and NationalisAn Analytical
Model on Economic Growth to Social Preference Rady SystemPOAJ
Volume 2, Issue 1.

Lawson, L. (1999): “External Democracy PromotionAifrica: Another
False Start€ommonwealth and Comparative Politis®l.37, No.1, 1-30.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



Ethnicity And Political Parties In Africa: The CasEEthnic-based Parties In Ethiopia 807

Lijphart, Arend (1977)Democracy in Plural Societiedlew Heaven: Yale
University Press.

Maliyamkono, T. and Kanyangolo, F. (Eds) (2008hen Political Parties
Clash(Dar-es-Salaam: Tema Publishers,

Merera Gudina (2003Ethiopia: Competing Ethnic Nationalisms and the
Quest for Democracy, 1960-2Q08ddis Ababa: Chamber Printing Press.

Mathisen, Harald (2002)}-unding Political Parties in Emerging African
Democracies: What role for NorwayBergen:. Chr. Michelsen Institute-
Development Studies and Human Rights.

Ndegwa, S. (1997): “Citizenship And Ethnicity: Axdmination Of Two
Transition Moments In Kenyan PoliticsThe American Political Science
Reviewd1(2) 599-616.

Nikiwane, Solomon (2000): “Electoral Management Zimbabwe” in
Analysis of Recent Elections in the SADAC RegiorProceedings from
International IDEA Conference: Towards Sustainablemocratic Institutions in
Southern AfricaGabarone: May 8-10, pp.129-146.

Nnoli, Okwudiba (1978): Ethnic Political Nigeria. Enugu: Fourth
Dimension.

Norris, Pippa and Robert Mattes (2003): “Does Hiityi Determine
support for the Governing partyZfrobarometer PaperNo. 26. A comparative
Series of National Public Attitude Surveys on Deracg, Markets and Civil
Society in Africa.

Norris, Pippa (2003)Electoral Engineering: Voting Rules and Political
Behavior New York: Cambridge University press.

Paranjpe, Anand C (Eds.) (1986kthnic Identities and prejudices:
Perspectives from the Third Worl@ihe Netherlands: E.J. Brill.

Plaut, Martin and Patrick Gilkes (1999): “Confliat the Horn: Why
Eritrea and Ethiopia Are at War? Briefing Papé¢ew SeriesNo. 1

Posner, D. N. (2007): Regime change and ethnicvatgss in Africa.
Comparative Political Studiesol. 40, No. 11, 1302-1327.

Posner, Daniel N. (2005)institutions and Ethnic Politics in Africa,
Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press

Posner, D. (2004). “Measuring Ethnic Fractional@at In Africa.”
American Journal of Political Sciencé8(4) 849—-863.

Rabushka, Alvin and Kenneth Shepsle (19Rflitic in Plural Societies
Columbus: Charles E. Merrill.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



808 Dr. Wondwosen B. TESHOME

Ranger, T. (1983): 'The Invention of Tradition infrida,’ in E. J.
Hobsbawm and T. Ranger (edg.he Invention of TraditionCambridge University
Press: Cambridge.

Reuters (5 November 2005): “Anger, frustration alidpians bury their
dead.”

Scarritt, J.R. (2006): The Strategic Choice of Nadtnic Parties in
Zambia's Dominant and Personalist Party Systeammonwealth & Comparative
Politics 44 (2): 234-256.

Shils, E. (1957): Primordial, personal, sacred ein ties. British Journal
of Sociology 8130{145.

Sisk, T. (1996):Power Sharing and International Mediation in Ethnic
Conflicts Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace.

Sithole, Masipula (1986): “The Salience of Ethnicih African Politics:
The case of Zimbabwe”, irfEthnic Identities and Prejudices: Perspectives from
the Third WorldParanjpe, Anand C. (Ed.). The Netherlands: Eil. Br

Tefera Haile-Selassie (1997)he Ethiopian Revolution 1974-1991. From
a Monarchical Autocracy to a Military OligarchyLondon: Kegan Paul
International.

The Reporter (10 September 2005): “ONC under HestagAttempt to
charge Leadership”. Vol. IX, No. 470.

Time Europe (26 December 1960): “Ambitious Heir.”

Van Der Beken, Christophe (2003he Ethiopian Federal State Structure
and the Accommodation of Ethnic Diversity: a VieanT the Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples Regidahent University-Faculty of Law.

VOA (Voice of America) (01 July 2008): “Rights Gnosl Warn of New
NGO Restrictions in Ethiopia.”

Walraven, Klaas Van (2000): Of Canvassing and @afni Some
Reflections on the Political Economy and Culturédeimocratic Politics in Africa.
Unpublished Paper to the #3Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association.

Wantchekon, L. (2003): “Clientelism And Voting Befiar: Evidence
From A Field Experiment InBeninyWorld Politics,55, 399-422.

Wernhart, Karl R. (n.d.): “Cultural History and Btbhistory as Structure
History”. Ethnohistory in Vienna. Ethnhisorb, pp.67-84.

WIC (Walta Information Centre) (27 June 2000): “[Beyene Emerges
winner in Re-election”.

WIC (5 November 2005): “Police to sue 58 individufdr allegedly trying
to violently overthrow government.”

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



Ethnicity And Political Parties In Africa: The CasEEthnic-based Parties In Ethiopia 809

Wolf, Stephen (2002): JEMIE. Multiculturalism andrdrity Rights: West
and East. Special Issue. _ <http://www.ecmi.de/jespiedial 4 2002.htmnl
(Retrieved on 12 April 2004).

Wondwosen Teshome B. (2008a): “Democracy and lestin Africa:
Critical Analysis”. In:International Journal of Human Sciencégol. 5, Issue 2,
pp. 1-14.

Wondwosen Teshome B. (2008b): “International EactiObservers in
Africa: The Case of Ethiopiaiiternatives: Turkish Journal of International
Relationsvol. 7, No.1, pp. 119-137.

Wondwosen Teshome B. (2008c):“Ethnic Federalism Mirtbrity Rights
in Ethiopia: The Case of Ethiopian Somali NatiorRgégional State. Paper
presented at the conferenceTadfe der Kultur- und Sozialanthopologk®08”,
Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Wity of Vienna, Austria,
10-11 April 2008.

Wondwosen Teshome B. (2008d): “Cold War Politics the Horn:
Ethiopia in the Bipolar World (1945-1991).” Papeesented at “Viva Africa 2008:
3 International Conference on African Studies, Dapant of Anthropology,
University of West Bohemia in Pilsen, Pilsen, Cz&dpublic, April 25-26, 2008.

Young, Crawford (1993): “The Dialectics of Cultufaluralism: Concept
and Reality.” In: C. Young, (ed.T,he Rising Tide of Cultural PluralisnMadison:
University of Wisconsin Press.

Yeros, P. (1999):Ethnicity and Nationalism in Africa: Constructivis
Reflections and Contemporary Politi¢%algrave: Basingstoke Macmillan.

Uluslararasi Sosyal Ardirmalar Dergisi
The Journal of International Social Research
Volume 1/5 Fall 2008



